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PROFESSIONALISM: (1) HOUR CLE.
LAFAYETTE, LA 

1.               La. RPC  RULE 3. CLE REQUIREMENT

(a) …

(b) …

(c) 
Of the twelve and one half (12.5) hours of CLE required annually, not less than one (1) of such hours shall concern legal ethics, and not less than one (1) of such hours shall concern professionalism.

Legal ethics concerns the standard of professional conduct and responsibility required of a lawyer. It includes courses on professional responsibility and malpractice. It does not include such topics as attorneys' fees, client development, law office economics, and practice systems, except to the extent that professional responsibility is discussed in connection with these topics.

Professionalism concerns the knowledge and skill of the law faithfully employed in the service of client and public good, and entails what is more broadly expected of attorneys. It includes courses on:
●√
the duties of attorneys to the judicial system;

●√
the duties of attorneys to the courts;

●√
the duties of attorneys to the public;

● 
the duties of attorneys to clients; 
●
the duties of attorneys to other attorneys; 
●
attorney competency; and

●√
pro bono obligations.
Legal ethics sets forth the standards of conduct required of a lawyer; professionalism includes what is more broadly expected. The professionalism CLE requirement is distinct from, and in addition to, the legal ethics CLE requirement.

Sup.Ct.Rules, Rule 30 CLE Rule 3, 8 LSA-R.S.
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Tim Soutar of the International Bar Association, Pro bono and Access to Justice Committee.

"Whilst the benefits to a fairer and more just society are self-evident, the benefits to lawyers of doing pro bono work include: 

●
the satisfaction of being able to 'make a difference' (a reward that cannot be 
measured in monetary terms); 

●
the ability to obtain a wider range of legal experience and skills; 

●
to meet the expectations of employers and clients; 

●
in some jurisdictions, to satisfy conditions attached to the renewal of practising 
certificates; 

●
to keep in touch with the 'real world'; 

●
and, for those who have retired from full-time practice, an opportunity to continue 
to make use of skills, avoid withdrawal symptoms and use time constructively."

Besides the obvious positives of contributing to the community, pro-bono work can also be used as a tool for career development and can actually provide a serious advantage over other candidates when vying for a position/promotion.

"Pro bono work on a CV is an important way of distinguishing yourself from other candidates who don't have that experience," said Soutar. "So pro-bono work on a CV is usually well regarded as it can indicate that a lawyer has greater versatility and a broader understanding of issues beyond their normal practice area. It can also indicate a lawyer's desire to contribute positively to the community in which they live, clearly matching the intentions of law firms to be good corporate citizens."
2.
OVERVIEW OF STATE PRO BONO REPORTING POLICIES
:

 ●
7 states have mandatory pro bono reporting:

Florida (Florida Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 4-6.1)

Hawaii (Order Amending Rule 17(d); Supreme Court of the State of Hawaii Rule)
Illinois (Illinois Supreme Court Rule 756(f))

Maryland (Maryland Rules of Procedure, Rule 16-903)

Mississippi (Mississippi Supreme Court Rules, Rule 6.1)

Nevada (Nevada Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 6.1)

New Mexico (Rules Governing the New Mexico Bar Rule 24-108)
●
8 states rejected mandatory pro bono reporting:

Colorado, Indiana, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Utah 

●
11 states have voluntary pro bono reporting:

Arizona, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, Utah, and Washington 

●
2 states are considering voluntary pro bono reporting:

Michigan and Vermont.
3.
The crisis in self represented (pro se) litigants
: 

A.
The facts:


There is a surge in self represented litigants across the country, especially in family law matters.  Some courts are seeing rates as high as 70% (one or both litigants are pro se). Not only is it an impediment to judges in their ability to manage their dockets in a timely and efficient manner but it also strains their already limited resources as time is spent by court staff to address the needs of pro se litigants and  correct mistakes. Additionally, and more alarmingly, it also becomes an access to justice issue. 

All courts shall be open, and every person shall have an adequate remedy by due 
process of law and justice, administered without denial, partiality, or 
unreasonable 
delay, for injury to him in his person, property, reputation, or 
other rights.



LSA-Const. Art. 1, § 22 


We all know that it is best to have a professional (a lawyer) representing a litigant in any court proceeding. What if you cannot afford one?  Those are the facts. So what do we do? One approach would be to do nothing…what happens then? Another would be to tackle the problem, identify and pursue solutions.
B.
Solutions being implemented across the country.  (Discussion) 
●
Intervention by Supreme Courts in addressing pro se litigant crisis.

●
District Courts, especially those handling family law cases.

●  
Legislative actions.
●  
State and local Bar Actions.
●  
Increased Pro Bono Efforts.
●  
Limited scope representation.
●  
Alternative Dispute Resolution.
C.
What if we do nothing?  (Discussion)

●  
Crowded and clogged courtrooms with long waits;

●  
There will be a need for more judges and staff to address the unmet needs of 
pro se 
litigants.

●  
Disillusionment on the part of the public in what our form of legal system is 
supposed to represent – “equality and justice for all.”  

●  
A growth of unauthorized practitioners of law;

●  
An alternative to the legal system. Mediation; Arbitration; Take the law into 
your own hands; Disregard the law; something else?
●  
Lawyers get more bad rap;

●  
Imposition of rules and laws on attorneys by the Supreme Court and/or the  
legislature to do mandatory pro bono work.
● 
Other(s)?
4.
THE LAFAYETTE VOLUNTEER LAWYERS (LVL) PROGRAM
a.
What is LVL? 



Established in 1987 as a cooperative effort between Acadiana Legal Service Corporation (ALSC) and the Lafayette Bar Association.  The purpose of the project was to provide indigent clients of Lafayette Parish with quality legal assistance in civil matters. It is one of the premier pro bono programs in the State.

b.
Where do the cases come from?

Over 100 civil cases are referred by ALSC to LVL each year. Most of these cases consist of divorce, custody, and support. Additionally, LVL assigns cases to attorneys through the Protective Order Panel, The Pro Bono Curator Panel; Homeless Experience Legal Protection (HELP) project, as well as to assist at Pro Se Divorce Clinics. 
c.
Who covers the Professional Liability Insurance for these cases?


ALSC provided coverage for their cases in the amount of $1million per case. All other cases for HELP, the Protective Order Panel, the Pro se Divorce Clinics, and the Pro Bono Curator Panel are provided by LVL.

d.
Recognition?


Attorneys and law firms are recognized and given awards on the basis of their pro bono efforts at a special breakfast event. Additionally, the LSBA has awards for statewide recognition and these are presented at the Supreme Court in New Orleans in May.

e.
Support and Guidance?



An attorney, co-counsel or mentor can also be assigned to assist the novice volunteer attorney.

f.
How can I volunteer?

Contact: Ms. Tammy Derouen

LVL Program Director


Tel. (337) 237-4700

5.
GENERAL:
●
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xPEZYJCIf1Y

(U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice, John Roberts)  (2mins)...in 2005

●
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-AK7js83Heo

U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice, Ruth Ginsberg  (2 mins)

6.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Louisiana Chief Justice, Catherine Kimball’ s letter on encouraging pro bono;

2.
LSC Pro Bono Task Force;

3.
The Duty to Accept Court Assignments to represent clients;

4.
Court appointments in the 14th JDC;
5.
Proposed Uniform District Court Rule changes on limited representation;
6.
Legislative action (pro se). See R.S. 9:311 A(2) for child support modifications;

7.
NCADV (Domestic Violence Facts).
� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/probono/reporting.html" �http://www.abanet.org/legalservices/probono/reporting.html�





�  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncsconline.org/wc/publications/memos/prosestatsmemo.htm" �http://www.ncsconline.org/wc/publications/memos/prosestatsmemo.htm� ;  National Center for State Courts.  
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